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Editor’s note: Rebates, water efficiency tips, and other resources are at www.watersmartsd.org.

State Water Project Declines Highlight Drought’s Severity
Conservation and investments ensure San Diego County has reliable water

March 18, 2022 — “Today’s announcement about reduced allocations from the State Water
Project brings into focus the increasing challenges created by the megadrought. This is an
emergency felt throughout the state and we strongly support continued conservation.

“Reduced water deliveries from the State Water Project highlight how the San Diego region’s
conservation ethic combined with investments in drought-resilient supplies are paying off. The
region uses very little water from the Bay-Delta, and even with reduced allocations, the Water
Authority has reliable water supplies for 2022 and beyond.

“During this extended drought, we urge residents and businesses to use water wisely by limiting
showers to five minutes, fixing indoor and outdoor water leaks, and ensuring irrigation systems
are working efficiently. We must continue to care for our most precious natural resource to
sustain our economy and quality of life — not just for today but for our future.”

— Sandra L. Kerl, General Manager, San Diego County Water Authority
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The San Diego County Water Authority sustains a $253 billion regional economy and the quality
of life for 3.3 million residents through a multi-decade water supply diversification plan, major
infrastructure investments and forward-thinking policies that promote fiscal and environmental
responsibility. A public agency created in 1944, the Water Authority delivers wholesale water
supplies to 24 retail water providers, including cities, special districts and a military base.
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